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Agenda:

1. Member Introductions/Summary of 
Progress/Resources 

2. Comprehensive Survey Draft: 

Update

3. ADUôs and You ïAccessory Dwelling 
Units 



Sourced from: 

The Massachusetts Smart Growth Toolkit

Santa Cruz ADU Manual 2003

Accessory Dwelling Units 
(ADU)



ÅAn Accessory Dwelling Unit is a secondary 
housing unit on the same property as a main 
residence. 

ÅADUs are also called accessory apartments, 

in - law apartments, family apartments, or 
secondary units.

ÅADUs are not duplexes :

ïSize of ADU is smaller than the main residence

ïOwner of ADU must live on the property

ÅADUs are self -contained

What is an ADU?



Why consider an ADU ?

ÅShrinking household size

ÅRising real estate costs

ÅAging population

ÅNeighborhood stability

ÅCharacter of neighborhoods

ÅEnvironmental benefits



What does it do for the 
County?

ÅCommunity:
ïIncreases tax revenue

ïMaximizes use of existing infrastructure 
and services

ïKeeps growing and aging families together

ïPreserves of existing housing/historic 
structures

ïPromotes safer and stable neighborhoods



Who benefits from ADUs?

ÅHomeowners ïrental income

ÅMiddle - income tenants ïmore units

ÅLocal businesses ïemployee housing

ÅReal estate firms ïrental stock 

ÅResidential contractors ïremodeling 

ÅLending institutions ïhome 
improvement loans



Affordable ADUs

ÅLocalities have teamed with local banks and 
credit unions to offer reduced mortgage rates 
for ADU construction through CIP.

ÅLocalities have reduced and eliminated permit 
fees for ADUôs.

ÅLocalities have given property tax offsets for 
targeted ADU construction .



Who typically chooses to build 
ADUs?

ÅOlder singles/couples

ÅMiddle -aged "empty nesters"

ÅYounger singles/couples

ÅSingle working parents

ÅPeople who travel often



How and where are ADUs 
built?

Å Apartments in single -family homes

Å Additions to homes

Å Conversion of garages or barns

Å Free -standing cottages

Å Designed into new construction




